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This week for Staff Devotion we have been talking about how God loves us. 
Sounds simple, doesnôt it? We flippantly say this and dare I say flippantly  
believe this, but how often do we really stop to think through the reality of 
this concept. No matter what we do, no matter WHAT we do, God will never 
stop loving us. Never. 
 
A stumbling block for many who say the whole óGod thingô is not for them, is 
that they believe that they could not be loved and forgiven by God, as they 
have done some pretty bad things. However, God views all sin as the same. 
Whatever weôve done, wherever weôve been, whatever we will do, God loves 
us and always has and always will. 
 
God never stops loving us. Never. 
 
Through life ALL people say, think and do all manner of wrong things. We all 
live in a perpetual state of sin. We canôt escape it. So it is wrong to think that 
some of us are óbetterô, more deserving, or more easily forgiven by God. We 
are all in the same state, of constantly pushing God away. 
 
But God never stops loving us. Never. 
 
Through Jesus, Godôs perpetual state is one of a longing for us to  
understand this óbasicô concept. Romans 8 says; Nothing can separate us 
from the love of God. Not life or even death or anything from the past or  
present or future. 
 
God never stops loving us. Never. 

 
 
Anthony Bothe



 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

FAREWELL  

It is with sadness that we bid John and Di McClelland farewell as they move to  

Darwin for John to take up a new job.  John and Di have been associated with the 

school for around 24 years ï firstly with their own children attending St Johnôs and 

then their grandchildren as well. John has also been on School Council since 2005 

and has given freely of his time and expertise to help St Johnôs accomplish all that it 

can. 

 

We thank both John and Di for all of their support and wish them well for their new 

life in the Top End. 

 

 

LITTLE SAINTS STAFF POSITION FOR 2010  

Unfortunately, Lisa Paech has informed me that she will be resigning from her  

position as Little Saints assistant at the end of the year. We certainly thank Lisa for 

all that she has done for our school and wish her well in her new found leisure time! 

I will be advertising for a Little Saints Assistant for Monday and Fridays (2 days) 

and will place the ad both in the Border Mail and on our website at http://

www.stjls.nsw.edu.au/Employment.html  

 

 

NEW SPORTS HOUSES FOR 2010 AND BEYOND! 

Yes - after 141 years of History here at St Johnôs, the time has come for us to go to 

three Sportôs Houses for 2010 and beyond!  Having now close to 400 students, we 

believe that it is time to divide our school into three completely new House teams in  

order to give more people more opportunities to take part and perform for their 

team. 

 

No longer will there be a Blue or a Gold team!  Instead, we have given students the 

chance to take part in a competition to come up with some nifty new names for three 

new house teams!  (They may also nominate a colour to go with the house team, 

however the final decision on House colours will be made by staff.) 

 

It is envisaged that after we have come up with House names, if there is time, we 

will then run a competition to design a brand new emblem to go on a professionally 

printer banner for each new house! 

 

http://www.stjls.nsw.edu.au/Employment.html
http://www.stjls.nsw.edu.au/Employment.html


Competition forms have been handed out to all students in Kinder  - Year 6. All 

they have to do is simply fill in their suggestions for the House teams on the form, 

include their name and year level and return their entries to the office by Friday 

6th November. 

 

Whilst we are waiting for applications, Mrs Wedding will commence dividing our 

school equally into three teams. 

 

The winner of this competition will be able to pick which House team they will  

enter as well as having the joy of knowing that they will go down in history as  

being the one who thought up the names! 

 

INVITATION TO STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION  

Coming up on Wednesday 11th November will be a joint planning session to help 

set the strategic focus for the school for the coming years.  In attendance will be 

Staff, School council members and our Parents representatives for this year. We 

look forward to a great time of discussion and brainstorming and ófutureeringò for 

our school for the next 4-5 years and beyond! 

 

WORKING BEE  

Our Spring working bee is coming up this Saturday and we would really  

appreciate your time and effort. All helpers gratefully accepted. 

 

REMINDERS RE CLASS PLACEMENTS (from last week) 

We have commenced planning for classes for 2010 and wish to bring to you the 

details of how this will be done. These are the same criteria and guiding principles 

as in previous years however with one change. We will not be asking children to 

identify who they would like to work with. Instead, we will be gaining this  

information at school by other means including year level sociograms. 

 

As a result, Classes will be organised by the school. To date, class teacher details 

have not been finalised and there may be some rearrangement of teachers in  

regards to the classes that they will teach. Therefore, in the light of this, if you  

believe there are any very special considerations that you wish the Principal to  

be aware of, please put these in writing and direct them to the Principal,  

explaining reasons for such a request. 

 

There may be times when parents wish to inform the school of various special  

factors that they believe the School could take into consideration when deciding 

upon class lists.  These also are to be directed in writing  to the Principal. 

 



The main considerations in deciding classes (and not in any order or priority) 

are: 

 

¶ Gender balance (boys and girls) 

¶ Balance of level of achievement 

¶ Teaching style/learning style compatibility 

¶ Teachers who may have taught a sibling before 

¶ Balance of students who are more behaviourally challenging 

¶ Special student needs that are evident 

¶ Teacher/child relationships 

¶ Student friendships and relationships (some encouraged/some discour-

aged) 

¶ Other very special circumstances that may have arisen. 

 

Not all considerations will be necessarily met, however we will do our very best 

to come up with the best balance we can. 

Please note: 

¶ All decisions will be made prayerfully and with the best interests of all 

in mind. 

¶ It is important to remember that once class lists are published, that very 

rarely will changes be made (only in extremely special circumstances).  

Disappointment by parents or children, are not grounds for changing 

class allocations. 

¶ It is unfair for teachers to be discussing with parents the respective mer-

its of other teachers.  

¶ Notification of which class students will be in for next year will only be 

sent to parents at the end of the year. 

 

OTHER REMINDERS  
1.   CONFIRMATION OF ENROLMENT  

Donôt forget to return you CONFIRMATION OF ENROLMENT form for 

next year. Please return it to the office as soon as possible but no later than 

next Friday 6th November.  

 

2.    2010 SCHOOL FORMS 

Thank you to those parents who have returned the 2010 forms sent out last 

week.  A set of forms need to be completed for each student returning next 

to school next year.  

 

3.     GRANDPARENTS DAY 

This is coming up in the next week on Thursday 5th November. 



If you have not informed us of who will be coming ï please do so as soon    

  as possible. 

 

4. NATIONAL TEACHERôS DAY 

This Friday 30th October is National Teacherôs Day.  This is a 

great opportunity for our children to recognise and celebrate the 

wonderful staff that we have and to recognise all that they do for us.  

 

May I encourage you to help make your childôs teacher, or another member 

of staff, feel very special and appreciated on this day.  

 

5. P&F MEETING  

CHANGE OF DATE : Please note - This will NOT be held Tuesday 3rd  

November at 7.30 pm as advertised last week ï but instead the following 

Tuesday 10th November at 2pm (due to Melbourne Cup Day).  All are  

welcome to come along. 

 

 

KAORIôS ADDRESS 

For  those who would like to stay in contact with Kaori her details are: 

Kaori Kizaki 

21-1-215 Honkarara 

6 chome Otsu Shiga 

520-0242 

Email: kaori_kizaki@hotmail.com 

 

MERIT AWARDS  

Congratulations to the following students who received Merit Awards last week: 

LS: Xavier Walsh, Jack Kotzur 

Kinder Stars: Rohana Brinkmann 

Kinder Angels: Texas Van de Stadt, Lacie McCudden 

Yr 1JO: Amelie Quinn 

Yr1TS: Gracie Morrison 

Yr2 AE: Elyse Brinkmann 

Yr2EW:  Mali Lazdinis 

Yr 3 CL: Oliver Collins, Jordan Holmes 

Yr 4: KS: Jess Hawkins, Zoe Briese, Caitlyn Mosinski 

Yr 4: TSC: Liam Steedman 

Yr 5: HK: Noah Campbell 

Yr 6: AW Lindsay Walther 

Yr 6: EM Alysha Coote, Robert Anderson 

 



CHAPEL  

Finally, thank you to Miss Alexander and the Sports Captains for leading us in 

worship last week.  This week we look forward to having Miss McCabeôs Year 6 

class lead us. All parents are welcome to come along this Friday at 9.30 am. 

 

Godôs blessings for a wonderful week. 

 

Sharon Kotzur 

Principal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  We are in need of two trained AUSTSWIM Instructors 

to help with our Swimming Program which will  

commencing on Friday 27th November and Monday 

30th November to 4th December, 2009.  If you know of 

someone or are available yourself please contact  

Fiona Schulz or Emma Wallace urgently. Thank you. 

The Mermaidõs Daughter Whole School Performance 
 

Tomorrow morning, every child who attends St Johnõs will  
enjoy a magical journey into the shadows and music of West Africa 
as they hear and see the story of òThe Mermaidõs Daughteró.  The 
students will be captivated by a delicate and powerful musical/

shadow \puppetry experience.  Through  
traditional African songs and instruments, the audience will be taken 

on a journey from the land to the bottom of the sea. 
 

Little Saints to Year 2 will watch the performance at 9.30am and 
Year 3 to Year 6 will follow at 10.30am. 

These cost of all the performances your children attend throughout 
the year are all included in your fees. 



Introducing St Johnôs new Tea Towel. 

Orders are now being taken 

The unique souvenir tea 

towel contains pictures drawn 

by the students and staff at 

our school. 

 

It will be a wonderful  

memento and meaningful gift 

for parents, relatives and  

special friends.  The tea towel 

will look amazing, is easy to 

post and will make a fabulous 

reminder of your child/renôs 

early years. 

 

It is only $10 for one limited 

edition souvenir tea towel or 

just 3 for $25. 

 

To order please complete the 

form below and return to the 

office as soon as possible. 

St Johnôs Tea Towel Order Form 

 

Name: ___________________________________ 

 

Number of Tea Towels ordered:  _____ @ $10 each or 

          _____ Sets of 3 for $25 

 

Amount enclosed $_______     CHEQUE   CASH     CREDIT CARD 

 

Name on card:  ______________________________ 

 

Card Number: ___________________________  Expiry date:______ 


